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EDITORIAL NOTES 

Preparedness The question of preparedness, like 

Defeated In the Mgh cost of living ^ ig confine(i t o 

no one country. In Norway, for ex- 
ample, under circumstances resembling the campaign 
for preparedness in this country, the proposed program 
for a general increase in that nation's armaments and 
defenses was some weeks ago overwhelmingly defeated. 
Though much nearer to the theater of war than we, and 
confronted much more alarmingly by the talk of a 
German and Eussian menace, the Norwegian people 
have preferred to ignore the jingoes and to spend the 
nation's income for the purpose of civilization rather 
than upon the mad race of armaments and the evils of 
militarism. Beaconsfield may have overstated the case 
when he said that "all the great things have been done 
by little nations;" but here we have again an illustra- 
tion of the trjith that greatness within a state is not 
buttressed upon bulk. 



The Vacuum in j n the December number of the /li- 

the Words of lmtic Monthly, Ealph Barton Perry, 
a Philosopher. Professor of philosophy in Harvard 
University, aims to tell his expectant readers "What is 
Worth Fighting For." The professor grants that the 
experience of the race "points unmistakably to the fa- 
tally destructive character of narrow loyalties, and 
teaches the need of applying to national conduct the 
same standards of moderation, justice, and good will that 
are already generally applied to the relations of man and 
man." Yet he seemingly approves of Mr. Godkin's words, 
written in the days of Gravelotte and Orleans, that "the 
peace advocates are constantly talking of the guilt of 
killing, while the combatants only think, and will only 
think, of the nobleness of dying." Ignoring, however, 
the objection of the pacifists to war, which is that it 
does not and cannot of itself establish justice, -he pro- 
ceeds to justify offensive war "when undertaken in the 
interest of an international system or league of human- 
ity." He concludes, so far as we are able to ascertain, 
that the things worth fighting for are : "civil law," "na- 
tional integrity," "the general good of mankind." He 
adds darkly: "These greater goods are worth fighting 
for; nothing is really worth fighting against. It there- 
fore behooves every high-spirited individual or nation to 
be both strong and purposeful. Strength without high 
purpose is soulless and brutal ; purpose without strength 
is unreal and impotent." 

Would that our learned philosopher would explain 
if it is not true that two leagues of peace are at the 
present time each defending as best it can "an interna- 
tional system or league of humanity." What in terms 
of the concrete is connoted by the expressions "national 
integrity" and "the general good of mankind?" Who 



has classified the elements under either or each of these ? 
How can we fight for any good thing without fighting 
against something? What is meant by the expression 
"strength?" Is it not true that these words need to be 
defined, and that to use them undefined is to leave us 
where we began? In other words, are not such words, 
evidently clear to our Professor of Philosophy, in them- 
selves vacuums only? And by adding such vacuums 
together, as has our respected scholar, have we anything 
at the last more palpable than a vacuum ? 



A Rider for A number of bills providing for 

All Military marked increases in our military ap- 

Bills 

propriations have already been intro- 
duced in the Congress. Many others are to be intro- 
duced. One of the bills already before the Senate, a 
bill which has been read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, was introduced by Senator 
Shaffroth, December 17, 1915. The bill is known as S. 
2710, and is designed to encourage the establishment of 
"a peace-keeping tribunal, and, pending such establish- 
ment, to ensure the military preparedness of the United 
States of America." This bill, drafted, we are in- 
formed, by Mr. Oscar T. Crosby, contains one section — 
section 3 — that expresses a pertinent, rational, and hope- 
ful suggestion. Eliminating such matters as seem to us 
irrelevant, the suggestion is that all military bills carry- 
ing appropriations shall be qualified substantially as fol- 
lows: "that if at any time before the total sum hereby 
appropriated shall have been expended or contracted to 
be expended, there shall have been established, with the 
co-operation of the United States of America, an inter- 
national tribunal, or a number of such tribunals, capable 
of functioning as a substitute for war, that then any 
unexpended balance of this appropriation shall be re- 
turned to the treasury and the program of defense herein 
proposed shall be suspended." 

It is true that such a provision might make it easier 
to have an extravagant military program adopted; but 
it is also true that such a section would be a constant re- 
minder to our statesmen that the problem of interna- 
tional organization in terms of justice is both real and 
concrete; that, in other words, it is within the pale of 
practical politics. Again, it would serve to concentrate 
the efforts of the constructive pacifists. And, finally, it 
would bring the hope for a rational co-operative disarma- 
ment more nearly within the realm of the achievable. 
A "rider" such as this for every military appropriation 
bill, approved as it already is by a number of Senators 
and Congressmen, has sufficient merit to warrant the 
support of every friend of an orderly world. This is an 
opportunity lying close at hand for those who are anxious 
to act at once. Congressmen are still interested in the 
views of their constituents, 



